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Green Line, 34 Cowley Road, Oxford

(0865 245301)

Monthly magazine of
Green politics and lifestyle .

GREEN LINE is published ten times a year. and is
produced by a collective based in Oxford. Green
Line appears thanks to the efforts of Carole
Guberman. Barry Maycock. Graham HOOper. Rachel
Western. Oliver Tickell. Andy Spring. Tim Andrewes
and Jerry Spring.“- any other readers can offer
help of any kind then we are always pleased to
hear from you. Phone Jerry on 0865 724315
Cover picture from Vegan Action Group. Glasgow

SUBSCRIPTIONS _
Normal rate £6. low/unwaged £5. voluntary
hirwaged “supporter subscription" £10. The
“supporter" rate helps build our publishing fund
(we are all unpaid): and our thanks go out to all
who have contributed as supporters. Overseas
readers please add £1.50 to all rates (surface
mail) or enquire about airmail rates to your area.

BULK ORDERS
5—9 copies only 50p each; 10 or more only 45p
each — post free. Send cash with order first time.
please; after that. if you want a regular standing
order. we‘ll give you a month to pay. For special
occasions like demos or big meetings. we‘ll supply
you sale or return. Normally. however. we do £1.91
supply sale-or—return on monthly orders. Normal
trade arrangements apply to shops etc.

ADVERTISING
Display advertising is only £75 a page. smaller
sizes pro rate. 10% off for cash with copy. Send
camera—ready copy by the 10th of the month prior
to publication. or enquire for our typesetting and
layout charges.

DEADLINES
The next issue is due out on SEPTEMBER IST. We
need all news. articles. small ads etc by 1% .

. Auoust. In general all articles are read and'
discussed ata meeting of the collective in the
middle of each month.

SPECIAL OFFER!
BACK ISSUES

Six recent back issues for £2 post free or 20
back issues for £5. Ideal for new subscribers.
Please indicate which is the earliest issue you
have already.
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ACTIVE FOR ONE GREEN WORLD? Seeking to
abolish present structures of power and

. exploitation by sensible peaceful means?
Read the literature of The World
Socialist Movement. Send £1 for
“Socialism as a Practical Alternative"
(48pp) and the "world Socialist“ (48pp)
to: THE SOCIALIST PARTY (OGW) Freepost.
52 Clapham High St. London SW4 73R

SUSTAINING AND SUSTAINABLE — guide to
living healthily. free of exploitation of
humans and other animals. With menus
and recipes. 75p inc postage.
WHOLE NEW WAYS. Imaginative vegan
recipes using only ingredients that could
be grown in the UK. 75p inc postage. The
two bookletsetogether £1.30 inc postage.
FOOD FOR EVERYONE. Ten A4 display
sheets on the importance of plant foods
in solving world food problems £1.00 inc
postage.
All from Movement for Compassionate
Living the Vegan Way. A? Highlands Rd.
Leatherhead. Surrey
GROWING OUR OWN by Kathleen
Jannaway. How to grow healthy food
with minimum labour and no artificials or
animal products 35p+15p pap. Movement
for-Compassionate Living the Vegan Way.
47 Highlands Rd. Leatherhead. Surrey.

IF A HOME—BAKED. home—produced.
wholefood breakfast appeals to you
more than en suite bathrooms 8. colour
TV. you'll be welcome in my thatched
village cottage 8. smallholding between
Dartmoor and Exmoor. Bab £7.50 per
person. Margaret Cruft. Morchard Bishop
1199

GREEN DESERT TECHNOLOGY: Spain. sun.
purpose. good company; guests
EEO/week: working visitors (work' 2Ahrs)
£20—25/week; Full details £1 from Unit
G. 22 Godesdone Rd. Cambridge C85 BHR

FESTIVAL LISTS (free). Tree fairs. Green.
folk. free festivals etc. Send S.A.E. to
STONE. 45 Westwood Hill. London SE25
BN5

TIPIS Handmade to the traditional Sioux
design. Also ‘Tipi Living‘. 40 pages
illustrated. £2 inc p8.p. Patrick 8. Co.
Dove Workshops. Butleigh. Glastonbury.
Somerset. BA6 BTL (0458) 50582

MULTICOLOURED. HANDMADE Nepali gloves
(medium) £2.50. 0m earrings from India
£2.00 each. Tibetan mantra bracelets
£3.50. Ram—Ram scarves £2.50 (pap add
10%). To Cathy Pendlebury. 1 Third Ave.
Newton Hill. Wakefield WF1 ZHX

RADICAL GREEN ECONOMICS... How would it
work? It ould be decentralised. based on
local enterprise. To read about the
structure and why it is necessary. read
‘Economic Power by David Simmons. Send
£2.60 (including postage) to Third
Avenue Press. 5 Russell Road. Northoit.
Middlesex U85 40R

ACCOMODATION — Sussex Green Party
member does SSE at £6. Camping at £1
per night. SAE details. Some work
available locally - send £1 for details.
SHAMROCK. 50 Brassey Avenue.
Eastbourne. BN22 90H

HELP NEEDED. Do you know anyone who
would or would you live. work and learn
with a group of co-workers and
adolescents with varied special needs?
Pennine Community consists of A
households. craft workshops. small farm
and vegetable gardens. Write to Pennine
Community. Boyne Hill House.
Chaplethorpe. Wakefield WFA SJH or
phone (0924) 255281

MONOLITH DISTRIBUTION. mail order books
and magazines. Subjects including.
prehistory. stone circles. ley lines. UFOs.
archeo-astronomy. pyramids. earth
mysteries. Sae for list from John _
Harrison. 2 Baggrave View. Barsby. Leics.
LET BRB

COMMUNAL HOUSE SHARE in London — We
are looking for more people to help set
up a communal house—share in N/NE/E
London where emphasis is on personal
growth and shared involvement. Although
we envisage renting for a short period.
once we have built up trust we hope to
buy a house. Contact David Cole. 18
Maresfield Gardens. London NW3 55X

NATIONAL GREEN STUDENT MAGAZINE.
Green Students have established over
the last year an efficient network
organisation. Part of this network is the
publishing of a magazine three times a
yeah
Its aims are to further stimulate the
growth of the green student movement
and provide a forum for different groups
to link their previously separate
concerns.
It will combine news. events and
discussions. Articles are welcome on
peace. environmental. feminist. green.
Third World. education. employment.
animal rights. labour. lesbian and gay
rights. eco—socialist. lifestyle.
international angles etc.
The deadline for all information is 26th
September. It‘s out 11th November. Send
to Green Soc.. Leeds University Union. PO
N.Box 15?. Leeds LS1 1UH.

PRINTED. by Will Print

Dear reader.
GL takes its Summer break this month
with the next issue due- out at the
beginning-of September. We‘ll be back
then with an analysis of how we should
be responding to the new greenness
apparent In parts of the left. a focus‘ on
what Australia‘s blcentennary
celebrations mean for the aborigines.
plus the regular features on peace.
animal rights. environment and
international news.
You'll be delighted to know that from
September GL will be laser printed. which
will improve its legibllity at last.
Apologies to all who've found It hard
reading in its present form.
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THE PHILOSOPHY (as well as the
political practice) of animal rights is
much hated: hence it is savaged from
time to time (if it is taken seriously
at all) from far left to far right of
the political spectrum. The Right is
hostile and contemptuous. the Left
condescending - animal rights after
the revolution! It is not hard to
understand why this should be so: on
the one hand it pricks our
conscience. and prompts our
indignation; on the other hand. it
exposes our complicity. The abattoir
is the dark secret in the neatest
urban landscape: at the heart of a
peaceful rural setting lies the
factory farm: while deep within our
seats of learning and culture. locked
away and guarded. is the vivisection
lab. Animal abuse. as Bahro has said.
lies at the nerve centre of 'our
scientific—industrial barbarism.‘
Better to turn away from it. violently
or with feigned indifference!

The concept of animal rights is
even hated within the animal rights
movement! Once when I visited
Richard Course. Director of the
League Against Cruel Sports. he
sneered at me: “You're not one of
those animal rights people. are you?“
He was his usual exuberant self
after demonstrations at this year‘s
Waterloo Cup. the major annual hare
coursing event. complaining to the
Daily Telegraph: “If I'd had a machine
gun. I'd have been more tempted to
turn it on the anarchists than the
here 'coursing enthusiasts.“ At the
same time Lindsay Rogers. of the
League's executive committee. said
of the anti—coursing demonstrators:
“We have more in common with the
hare coursers than we have with
these people.“ Our enemies we can
cope with: bot who will save us from
our friends?

Perhaps it was just as well that
Dick Course wasn't sitting in
judgement at the trial last month of
three members of the ALF Supporters
Group.-In the unreal atmosphere of

the Cardiff courtroom the dark
secret of animal abuse was
continually being covered up like
something dirty — the skeletOn in the
family cupboard: the cries of the
animals could not penetrate. the
thick legal walls. The judge. however.
could have been worse: he was a lot
more reasonable than the
ex—Mosleyite Fascist who sentenced
Ronnie Lee. In the'event the
sentence on Robin and Sally (9'
months with 9 months suspended)
was a comparatively light one. Tony
Collins was acquitted.

0 The politics of 'criminality'

The trial brought up a number of
issues for political activists. The
first concerns the use of a
‘conspiracy‘ charge to draw a net
round several people at once: a
matter of guilt by association. This
charge has been used effectively in
the case of the Sharpeville Six.

“3%”.
COMMEN T
Imus;

under sentence of death in South
Africa. Secondly. there is this
business of 'incitement'. According
to the judge. the point at issue was
the ‘intention' of the accused to
incite: and intentions are closely
tied in with beliefs. At one point.
under cross examination. Robin
exclaimed: “but I'm not on trial for
what I think!“ An honest judge might
then have exclaimed: 'But this is
EXACTLY why you are on trial!"
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Thoughtcrime. precisely! There was
also the nature of the trial itself.
which was unashamedly political. and
at the same time. during its long ~
course. effectively depoliticised in
various ways; The e'mphasis on
'criminal damage' implied mere acts of
vandalism: the prosecutor spoke of
'criminal damage'. the defendants of
'direct action'. As we all know.
damage to property is a serious
offence: the state. based as it is on
the property system. naturally
frames its laws to protect private
property above all; thus its most
logical weapon is the neutron bomb.
which kills living creatures but - burnings. for example!

ITS ALIHIES
leaves property intact. Similarly.
court cases of anti-nuclear
demonstrators are made to revolve
around trivial issues of legal
bye—laws rather than genocide and
the end of the world. However. the
tables can be turned. During one
Cruisewatch trial I remember the
state prosecutor. pin—striped and
dripping with oily 'charm. asking the
defendant: “Don't you think it‘s
irresponsible to break laws that are
devised for the protection of the
public?“ To which the defendant
replied: “I beg your pardon. but don't
you think that such laws are being
used as a screen for state
terrorism?‘ Collapse of smug
prosecutor! '

O'Terroristes‘ and the tabloids

Another issue concerns the media.
The press was at its notorious worst
after the trial. intertwining factual
reporting with the old familiar

'

expressions. 'terror'. 'violence'.
‘fanatics' . ‘extremists'. scattered
like a leitmotif throughout the text.
Even in the so—called 'quality‘
dailies. fact was spiced with fiction
in such a way that readers could .
only swallow them both together. As
for the tabloids. everyone thinks
they are a joke. but the effect of
their lies is nonetheless cumulative.
like the constant dripping of a tap:
they even set the pelitlcal agenda
nowadays. None of them really made
any attempt to distinguish the ALF
from the ALF SE. a crucial point
throughout the trial: also. on the
one hand the ALF was supposed to
be 'in tatters‘ (The Daily Telegraph).
while at the same time being strong
enough'to launch a new ‘terror'
campaign 'to show they are not
beaten!'(The Daily Mail). Much of the
misreporting is wilful. mixed in with
sheer ignorance.

The loathsome Daily Mail focused on
Sally Carr in 'a full page feature: “Girl
who could not have a pet became
paymaster [sic] for terror!" This
account of Sally seemed designed to
titillate; I was reminded of Andrea .
Dworkin's comment: “Chains are sexy 1'
when women wear them. prisons are
sexy when women are in them. pain is
sexy when women hurt“: ‘girl
terrorist‘ as sex-object. This media
world of generals and firebombs and g
IRA—type 'cells' merely reflects. as in 3
a mirror. its own rabid obsessions:
but Benn—like whingeings about the
'meeja' are not enough: there are
many things we can do to make sure
our own publications reach a wide
readership (e.g. using free
newspapers sponsored by
'alternative' advertising). In the
meantime some street theatre may
be necessary: public tabloid

»
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0 Let this be a warning...

The fate of the ALF should remind us
of what will happen to any group
that tries to strike at the heart of
state power. At the same time. ft is
futile to think of undermining the
state. bypassing it. dissolving it.
taking it over. while the economic
system remains intact; because the
state exists to defend and promote
that system. The peace movement is
only treated lightly because its NVDA
is largely symbolic. part of a process
of asking the state to has little
less nasty: and the Greens will even
be encouraged. as long as they alert
capitalism to various dangers
(warning lights on' the dashboard of
the capitalist juggernaut). so that it
can clean up tts act: and it will
gladly do so. whenever it is in its
own interests. But if they ever come
close to upsetting things they will be
ruthlessly put down. we know what
the state can do: it will lie. cheat.
torture and kill; but it needn't come
to that. First it will destroy by the
power of the word. 'Unilateralism‘ is
the rope from which the Labour party
dangles: left-wing councils will be
forever 'loony‘; the ALF will consist
of ‘animal terrorists' even though
no-one has ever been hurt.

Not that the state is all—powerful:
though based ultimately on force it
still needs our consent and
complicity. But in this country the
naked violence of power is veiled —
behind smokescreens of the law.
bureaucratic wheels within wheels.
while on an economic level capitalism
turns everything into a commodity.
All things Green are eagerly bought
and sold: rebellion is turned into
money. Only when Green books are
seized. offices raided. activists put
on trial - as has happened to the
ALF SG - then and only then will it be
brought home to us. only then will we
know: that we are beginning to hurt.

0 BARRY MAYCOCK

As GL went to press Robin Lane‘s
address is WFOTQB. HM Prison. Knox
Road. Cardiff. CF2 1UG and Sally
Carr's T823112. HM Remand Centre.
Pucklechurch. Bristol 8817 30.].
Sally‘s birthday is on July 15th. and
Robin's is on August'21st.
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ANDREW CLARKE and Geoff Sheppard.
charged with carrying out three
incendiary attacks on Debenham's
stores in Harrow. Luton and Romford
last July. have been convicted. Geoff
was sentenced to two years for the
attacks and a further two years for
having articles with intent to damage
property. which he denied. He
received a further four months for
breaking a butcher's window. Clarke
got two years for the attacks plus
18 months for possession with intent
to cause damage.
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VEGAN RESTAURANT AND HOLIDAY
GUIDE

Anyone wondering where they could
find restaurants or holidays
providing vegan food may welcome
the recent publication of the Vegan

'

Society's “The Vegan Holiday and
Restaurant Guide“. It lists. and gives
details of. eating places and holiday
accommodation here and abroad. as
well as special interest holidays.
where vegan food Is available.

The guide is in an easy-to-read
format for easy finding of suitable
restaurants etc.. and comes In a
very handy pocket size. The price.
though. at £2.50. seems a little
steep. Look out for It at your local
green bookshop: alternatively. It is
available through mail order from The
Vegan Society. 33—35 George Street.
Oxford 0X1 2AY.
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GRAHAM HOOPER writes:

A POISON PAN

LETTER-.-

Dearneader.
Do you know that aluminium pots and
pans are poisonous? Aluminium Is
actually toxic and (according to an
article in Fair Exchange): it will
dissolve into foods cooked in
aluminium pans. Acid foods will clean
aluminium ware and water boiled in an
aluminium pot for a long time will
become milky due to the presence of
aluminium particles. Apparently many
foods react with aluminium. some with
dire consequences. People have
been known to become sick after»
eating fish cooked in milk or custard
that Has been left to stand for some
hours. in the pan.

'
According to

one report. 200 people who attended
a chicken supper contracted
ptomaine poisoning with at least 12
becoming seriously Ill. Doctors
declared that the entire supply of
gravy had been poisoned as a result
of its being left too long in the
aluminium pan before being reheated.

Another reaction of the body to
aluminium is the gradual development
of bowel trouble. with gas forming in
the stomach or bowel.

HARDWOOD DIRECT ACTION
Oxford FoE are selling ralnforest
labels for you to stick on people's
hardwood windows. doors. furniture
etc. and especially In shops — it
really messes up the pretty
polythene wrappings when the shop
trys to peel off the stickers. The
tropical hardwood campaign is
working quite effectively at the
exporters' end so let's do something
here as well. The stickers are 20p
per sheet of 12 from Oxford FoE. 379

Meadow LAne. Oxford OX4 aBL

POTATO YAPI NI

Here‘s a simple dish from First Steps:

2 1/2ib potatoes
llb onions
llb tomatoes
1tbs raw cane sugar
1/4pt olive oil
A bay leaf
Salt and pepper

‘FIRST STEPS' is-the latest booklet
from Arc Print. It. contains recipes
"for the person wanting to turn
vegetarian“. though the meals are. in
fact. vegan. This is somewhat
surprising. since most people take
their ‘first steps? away from
meat—eating by consuming loads of
dairy products. Available from Arc
Print. 265 Seven Sisters Road.
Finsbury Park. London N4.

Peel potatoes and cut into small uniform pieces. Chop onions finely. chop

tomatoes. Fry onions in the oil till golden brown. Add tomatoes and simmer with
sugar and bay leaf till soft. Add potatoes. salt and pepper and enough water

to half cover them. Cook till potatoes are soft and the sauce is thick.
'

Then you'll have Potato Yahni.
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BUDDHISTS TOUCH THE EARTH

The Buddhists Peace Fellowship is
organising a 3 day retreat -
“Touching our Earth“. The retreat
aims at exploring our inter—
connectedness wlth nature. the
earth and each other. using group
activities and meditations. It will
take a buddhist approach to Deep
Ecology although non—buddhists are
most welcome to attend. The
facilitator is Pat Flemming who has
had long experience In Deep Ecology
workshops. .

The retreat will be held at Swalletts
Farm. in the Mendip Hllls from Friday
26th to Monday 29th AugUst. The
cost is £40w/Eauuw all Inc. (booking
deposit £15). Further details from
Martin Pitt. 38 Arnos St.. Bristol BSD
BBS.

SOCIAL INVENTIDNS AWARDS

The Annual Jamboree of the Institute
of Social Inventions is at Covent
Garden this Year (see Diary for
details). Entrants have to have
shown "an imaginative solution to a
socail problem. or a new way of
Improving the quality of life.“ There
Is a diverse line—up Including
Advocates for Posterity. Debt for
Nature Swaps. Moscow Foundation for
Social Inventions. Gardens for
Health. the Prison Ashram Project...
and many others. Promises to be an
interesting morning and an
opportunity to hear from peOple who
don‘t otherwise get recognition in"
our techno-military society.

YOUNG GREENS GATHERING

The third annual Young Greens
Gathering ls being held at Middle
Ludhill Farm. Farnley Tyas. ,3 miles
from Huddersfield. from Fri. 5th to
Sun. 7th of August. An added
attraction to the events Is a
treasure hunt on the Saturday In the
“Last of the Summer Wine“ town of
Holmfirth. The cost will be £6
including food. Further details and
bookings from Pete Hardy. 26 Sutton
St.. Birkby. Huddersfield. West Yorks.
Tel: 66165

What do you do if you're a chemicals
multinational and your market seems
a little stagnant? Why. you create a
totally superfluous product.
preferably one that ties the user to
you In perpetuity. And. according to
C4's Diapatches recently. that's just
what four US companies. Monsanto.
Ely Lilly. Upjohn and Cyanamid. are
doing with Bovine Somatotrop'in (BST).

BST. only the first of what promises
to be a line of biotech products.
increases milk yields by up to 20%. It
still has to get approval and
controversy rages over the safety
tests. largely done by the companies
themselves; the long-term effects
are of course anyone's guess. The
dairy industry certainly didn't ask
for this product and small farms
especially won't be able to raise the
capital to compete in the new
biotech era. The cows. already
working the equivalent of a 14 hour
coal face shift a day (where's
Buttercup Scargill'?). will do two more
hours. (A Monsanto spokesman
described it as “naturally helping
cows that don't produce the right
amount of milk'!)

But profits are all these days (BST
may have $50m p.a. market) and the
companies have pooled resources
following their damaging defeat in
the EEC over cattle hormones. This
time. to try and recoup $400m Ran
costs. they've mounted an
extraordinary campaign of lobbying
and arm twisting before the
product's even been passed safe.
and then have the cheek to complain
at the suspicions of greens.
consumer groups and farmers.
Britain has a crucial part in this

because the Tories-are reckoned to
be the softest touch. The companies
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intend to get BST passed here so as
to have more credibility with the EEC
regulators. And they certainly have
a staunch ally in John \
Selwyn-Gummer. who came across in
the programme as if he had an
industry gun held to his head. He
trotted out all the usual cliches:
“Mustn't be Luddite“. he crowed: your
fears are just "scare stories put out
by politically biased people“. he
bleated;
the EEC shouldn't make "arbitrary
decisions based on emotions“ he
squealed — his voice. by this point.
quavering with ...erm... emotion.

This particular battle extends
beyond BST. however. If the EEC can
stifle this product then we have a
chance of controlling the drive by
these companies to force us into
using a whole new range of biotech
creations. If we lose then
agrobusiness will get more
technological. more intensive. even
more appalling for the animals and
the environment; everything. In fact.
that greens are opposing. So make
your voice heard to your MP. milk
supplier etc. Or why not just give
the stuff up?

Agra—chemicals
never hurt me!
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Just a few weeks after Kensington
Green Party had finally paid off their
General Election debts. the death of
Conservative MP. Sir Brandon Rhys
Williams. is plunging them back into
the red and renewed electoral
activity.

Phylip Hobson. the prospective
Green candidate and a brave
19—year—old. is keen to make youth
issues an important part of his
campaign: the very fact that he
would not be able to enter
Parliament. were he to win the
by—election In July. Is held to be
symbolic of youth‘s more general
lack of status in a society which
allows lB-year—olds to fight In wars
and take out mortgages. yet
neglects such basic rights as
adequate housing and satisfying.
properly—paid employment.

Other issues the Greens will be
raising include the poverty and
run--'down accomodation In the north
of the constituency; the Poll Tax.
which seems already to account for
a significant drop In electoral
registration In the area; and a
planned motorway. passing along the
edge of Kensington. While the other
parties have accepted the road
scheme. only the Greens refuse to
recognise the need for the
increasing volume of through—traffic;
instead. they challenge the whole
concept of commuting. and emphasise

_,_
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KENSINGTON [BY—ELECTION

the Importance of public transport
as a solution to traffic congestion.
At the last election. the Tories had

a majority of 4.447 votes over
Labour. the Alliance coming a low
third. The Greens won 528 votes
(1.7%). with only a 'paper‘ candidate
and very little campaigning. This time.
however. the local party Is to be
supported fully by the London area
parties. who between them have a
wealth of experience and election
skills. Phyllp may also benefit from
the divided centre parties. As we go
to print. there are three 'ex—Alllance'
candidates: one SLD. one SDP and
one Liberal; additional. If frivolous
competition will come from
candidates as diverse as Cynthia
Payne and the Prince Charles
Appreciation Society.

A local activist. Niki Kortvelyessy.
was unwilling to predict how the
Greens might do. but reports that
they are determined to be treated
seriously by both electors and the
media.

All offers of help wil be warmly
welcomed: money is desperately
needed to fund the deposit and
leaflets. and acoomodation will be
provided for activists willing to help.
with the campaign. Send any
correspondence to David Stutchfield.
2a Dawson Place. London W2.

I TIM ANDREWES

GREEN SUMMER CELEBRATION

Bring and share YOUR skills. music
and resources. and help create a
living green community to celebrate
the summer and ourselves. This will
be a time for being together. making
connections. relaxing and feeling odr
community. You will need to bring
your own camping equipment. On site
there will be covered-communal
spaces. a children's area. a
well-being space. toilets and tubs.
etc. There will also be a camp shop.
vegetarian cafes. stalls and
firewood. Please no dogs or amplified
music.

I

Tickets from EOA Bookshop. 34
Cowley Road. Oxford. or Swindon
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Pulse. 27 Curtis Street. Swindon. or
on the gate:
for the weekend. £4 low/unwaged. £8
waged
for the five days. £10 and £20. No
charge for children.
"Any profits to Amnesty International
and local green initiatives. Further
info from Adam Twine. Colleymore
Farm. Coleshill. Highworth. Wiltshire.
0367 20508.

SHARING WEEKS

The New University is holding two
Skills 3. Knowledge Sharing Summer
Camps. Theflrst is in West Wales.
16—23 July; the second Is In Suffolk.
3—10 Sept. Price including food is
£3.50/1.50 per day. Bring your own
clothes. dwelling. spoon. books. arts
n' crafts. music etc. etc... Come and
do your own workshop. More Info
from 24 South Rd. Hockley.
Blrmlngham 18.

_GREEN DIARY
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B-10th. Peace Pledge Union summer camp.
Parham. Suffolk. 01 307 5501

8-10th. Cycling Weekend at Lower Shaw
Farm. EBB-35. LSF. Shaw. Swindon. Wilts
(0793) 771000 '

9th. Co-ordinating Animal Welfare (CAW)
meeting at The Yorker. Mans eld Road.
Nottingham at 1pm. Leafletting and vigil.
CAW: (0272) £20969

13th. Social Invention Award Winners
Ceremony at Donmar Warehouse Theatre.
Covent Garden. London. 11.30-1.30pm 01
229 7253

16th. Blackpool Cavalcade against the
Blackpool Tower Circus and Blackpool
Zoo. Cars assemble at 1.30pm in Squire's
Gate Lane.

16-18th. Nelson Mandela birthday
celebrations all over the country
including rally outside SA Embassy.
Trafalgar Square.

23rd. Fife Aid 2 Festival. Craigtoun Country
Park. St Andrews. F 'rfe._ Music. dnacing.
stalls etc. Phone (033d) 7407'!

25-315t. Lower Shaw Farm. Summer Activities
Week. £80-90

30th. PeOple's Carnival March against
Vivisection. Southampton. Culmination of
NAVS Biohazard Campaign. Details: Mike
Nunn. 19a Amherst Rd. Bexhil-on—Sea.
East Sussex TN40 10H (0424) 730154'

A UG UST
Ist. Lammas/Lughusadh
5-7th. Young Greens Gathering.

Huddersfield (0484) 651650. See Network.
5th. Cantlin Stone Free Festival
Bth. Glastonbury Tor Festival Gathering on

I 8th of the 8th of the 88th.
lth—14th. Lower Shaw Farm. Stretching Out.

Yoga. massage. dance etc. £80-90
13th. Fleskwater Fair. County Antrim. (0265

832301 '
13th. National Day of Action against grouse

shooting. organised by the Hunt
'

Saboteurs Association. PO Box 87. Exeter
Exti 3TX.

° 19-215t. Cissbury Ring Free Festival.
Worthing. Essex

26-29th. Touching Our Earth Deep Ecology
meeting. See Network.

SEPTEMBER
1—4th. Rough Tor Festival. Camelford.

Cornwall '
3rd. International Peace Day
10th. Anti Yuppie Day
“

Network compiled by
GRAHAM HOOPER



SARAWAK

UPDATE
The tribal blockade against logging
which was ended by a police
crackdown last October (see GLSB)
started up again in early May this
year. The tribal representatives met
in February and reported dire
effects on their people of the
intensive logging: rivers are sllting
up and being polluted. natural
medicines are no longer available
from the wrecked forests. and food
is scarce.

The Sarawak government has again
threatened to intervene and further
arrests were expected after the
tribals were warned to dismantle the
barricades. The companies affected
are H.T.1(. Logging and Limbang
Trading - which is owned by the
Minister for Environment and Tourism.
Mr James Wong (see GLBD for some of
his choice opinions). There are no
details of arrests [yet and the
barricades may still be up.
It is thought that the Sarawak

government will invoke the new
Forest Amendment Act which gives
government forestry officials powers
to arrest without a warrant and

makes it a criminal offence to _
obstruct logging operations whether
or not they are being carried out on .
land claimed by tribal peoples. Stiff
penalties of fines and imprisonment
apply under the Act. Moreover. the
costs to the loggers of dismantling
the barricades can be charged to
the protesters.

Survival International and FoE are
appealing "yet again to the
authorities to resolve the issue by
negotiation and not oppression. Your
complaints to the Malaysian High
Commission do help: recently the
Malaysians sent a high-powered
delegation over here to counter the
bad press they've been getting and
the success of FoE's campaign. Write
to The Commissioner. Office of the
High Commission of Malaysia. 45
Belgrave Sqauare. London Sl'ilx BOT

ANYTHING ON ITALY?

Rumour has it that the Italian greens
had great success in their recent local
elections. Unfortunately. GL's phone
card ran out before we could find our
way into their right-on decentralist
organisation for news of the results. If

then please write!
anyone of you out there can tell us more

._—.— *-

BULGARIA' S GAS CHAMBER
Eastern European countries have
seen increasing signs of discontent
over the environmental and health
costs of the last forty years of
all-out industrialism (e.g. see GLSB
on Czechoslovakia). Recent strikes
at the ows Huta steel works near
Krakow in Poland were not solely
about wages and food shortages:
there was also anger at the
dangerously polluted state of’the
town. Last year events came to a
head in Bulgaria with arrests.
sackings and news clampdowns over
ecological Issues in the northern
town of Rousse.

Rousse receives a constant cloud
of chlorine gas from a copper
smelter over the border in Rumania
and the effects on health have been
well documented. Cases of lung
disease have increased by over 17
times from 1975 to 1985 and nearly
150.000 children and adults recieved
hospital attention in 1986 for lung
complaints. When several thousand
families ed the city the authorities
imposed a ban on out-migration. Last
September. two national figures.
Svetlin Roussev and Neshka Robeva.
both members of the National
Assembly. attempted to form a
national environmental organisation.
They. along with others. were
promptly arrested - since when the
media has been” notably quiet about
ecological issues.

Unlike Stalinist Rumania next door.
Bulgaria has been showing its own
signs of- glasnost. but it appears
that for the Communist Party
leadership it is just too threatening
for people to publicly question the
current style of industrial
production. never mind the fact thai
it appears to be killing the very
people whose futures it was

r‘supposed
to secure.

0 How to lose a sea

A different ecological problem is
reaching a crisis in the southern
Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan where
the Aral Sea is disappearing. One
fishing 'port' now lies 30 miles from
the sea and its canning factories
are supplied with frozen fish
freighted all the way down from
arctic Murmansk. The basic problem
is the intensive irrigated agriculture
of the region that supplies large
proportions of Soviet cotton. fruit
and rice. The great rivers Amu-Darya
(Oxus) and Sir—Darya used to
replenish the Aral sea but over the
last 30 years have been increasingly
diverted into irrigation. And. .
inevitably. the returns are dwindling
as fields get salinised and the dry
floor of the Aral sea spawns
gigantic salt-dust storms that
devastate the crops.

Hence the often—touted
technological plan of rerouting the
Siberian rivers southward is being
dusted off again by the worried
Uzbekistan authorities. However. the
Russians in Moscow are reluctant.
more for racist reasons about losing
'their' rivers than ecological concern
for possible climatic consequences.
Ironically. to leave the Uzbek
authorities to their fate may well
lead to the best long-term solutions
as they are forced to move away
from large—scale monoculture and
wasteful water use. instead of
propping up an unsustainable
agriculture by yet another giant
technological fix. without change.
there is the real possiblity that the
region will be headed for some of the
environmental and human
catastrophes that have been seen in
the Sahel.

I

JWMes 5%
AsSUREs .I

FRENCH ELECTION NEWS
Lea Verts' presidential candidate.
Antoine Haechter. took 3.8% in the first
round and then 11% as a parliamentary
candidate for Haut Rhine in the General
Election following Mitterand‘s victory.
The French Greens suffered from the
media obsession with ‘cohabitation'
issues and in fact boycotted the General
Election - ostensibly as a protest.
France having dropped proportional
representation. In reality the greens
appear to be somewhat bedraggled. with
financial worries. election fatigue and
personality battles among the men at
the top of the party. Symptomatic
perhaps is the depressing sight of
former green hero of the 1970s. Brice
Laionde. apparently selling out to
become Minister of the Environment in
the recently formed Rocard Cabinet -
although the inconchlsive election
results may see an immediate reshuffle.
It's not clear what he can expectto
achieve within a pro—nuclear centrist
coalition government. He shall see...
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TOES AND DEBT

SO THE. WORLD'S seven biggest egos have
met in Toronto and. Judging from their
communique. they're well pleased with
themselves._l'm sure the Third World
poor will be grateful to hear about the
world's “longest period of economic
growth in post—war history“. On debt.
the seven show little recognition of the
damage that'lMF programmes are doing
to the debtor nations: “The
market—oriented.— growth-led strategy
”based on the case-by—case approach
remains the only viable approach for
overcoming their external debt
problems."I They clearly haven't read
Susan George's book A Fate Worse than
96—h; (see GLBl). A watered—down
version of Lawson's plan for debt relief
for the African countries has been
adopted. but It is still relief with strings

' attached in terms of conditionality. All
_ of which is particularly depressing
'having heard the arguments at a meeting
on debt In May. that seem to come from
another world to that of the preening
summiteers.

The Other Economic Summit (TOES) met
then to consider the debt crisis with a
particular effort to include voices from
the debtor nations. f‘or me it was a
chance too to hear from Susan George
herself. As it turned out. she had a hard
time defending her position on the
inadvisability of mass defaulting. which
raised a number of important issues of
strategy.

The present situation is clearly
insupportable and all appeared to agree
that an immediate moratorium on
interest payments is essential to give
the debtor economies space to recover
from the ravages of "if" austerity
programmes. The question then is how to
solve the problem in the long—term. one
camp. including Susan George. reckoned
that by changing the 'condltlonality'
attached to new loans from fiscal to
social and ecological criteria it would be
possible for debtor nations to pay off
most of their debt and help them toward
some kind of sustainable development.
For others. including Professor Bade
Onimode of Nigeria and Sue Branford
(author of The Debt Sguads. a more
radical analysis of the crisis) there had
to be'more than just a moratorium; it
was necessary to write off large
portions of debt. and for some countries,
all of it.

'

0 Questions of strategy

Underlying these differences were tw0
crucial questions concerning our
attitudes on sovéreignty and on the role
of global capitalism.

Taking sovereignty. it was clear that
some at the conference were not happy
about the North yet again imposing their
views on development in the South --
even if we think we have the right
solutions this time. And it is not clear
we do anyway. for example. the received
wisdom of no—growth was ludicrous in

the Nigerian context since people were
currently starving. There had to be

I

growth and quite a lot of it before
Nigeria could ‘think green'. I remember
the incomprehension on Bade Onimode‘s
face at one point when someone
appeared to be suggesting that
Nigerians should live like the Amazonian
lndians -- in total harmony with nature
etc. etc. Now it might be that this is the
only answer to the world‘s problems but
it just struck me as so arrogant for
someone from the comfy middle—class
North to be telling someone from the
often very uncomfortable South how to
live. .

l-‘or Onimode and Eli Hwanang‘onze of
Zambia. the North has no right to tell
Third World countries what to do. they
can perhaps offer advice. Debtors
should be allowed to keep all export
earnings. to repatriate all capital flight
and decide for themselves what to do
with that money.

Do the other hand. as Susan George
pointed out more than once. a total
moratorium rewards the most oppressive
regimes as much as the most '

progressive. Can it be justified for a
greedy thug like Hobutu of Zaire
(reckoned to have 0835 billion stashed
away abroad) to be let off completely?
It doesn't seem the most effective way
to force change in the country. For
Susan George. this proves the need for
radical conditionality that forces
dictators like Hobutu towards democracy
and sustainable. just development. He
should note that even this would be
highly radical for the fiscal psychopaths
in the "if or for ".8. foreign policy
which currently keeps quiet about Zaire
in order to supply Savimbi's UNITA in
Angola.

The sovereignty issue is doubly
embarrassing for the North in that the
creations of colonialism have inevitably
created tensions. particularly over
indigenous peoples and minority groups
left in the wrong nation by the arbitrary
drawing up of boundaries by the
Europeans. Often it is these groups who
suffer most in the current rush for
industrial devlopment. So the Brazilian
government accuses us of
nee-colonialism when we complain about
dam projects in Amazonla but we have to
point out that in effect they are using
the concept of the Brazilian State to
justify acts of imperialism and genocide
against the Amazonian tribal peoples
who themselves have no stake in this
European creation of 'Brazil'.

There is a fine line between the kind of
pontificating which must annoy people in
the South and the necessary
intervention over moral issues of justice
and ecological destruction. Given the
weight of colonial history. we can only
have credibility If we are seen to be
doing all we can to develop the North
towards a sustainable. equitable
economy. it is the North that consumes
70: of the world‘s resources; is it any
wonder that the South is destroying
itself. scrabbling around to feed. cloths
and employ 3/4 of the earth‘s people on

the leftovers?

0 Is capitalism reformable?

Which leads to the second issue. that of
capitalism itself. If we are to move the
North to a sane economic system the
rich are going to get a lot poorer. it
follows that since the rich are highly
unlikely to voluntarily relinquish their
money. it will have to be taken from
them on a local and global scale. Now
Susan George's approach to the
long-term solution of the debt crisis.
whilst eminently sensible. just and
radical. still tries to ’use the mechanisms
of global capitalism to effect a change
that would render it unrecognizeable.
And those currently benefiting — the
North and South elites. the TNCs. the
geopoliticians - aren't going to let that
happen. That is to say. global capitalism
(or indusrialism if you prefer) is
incapable of reform; it has to be broken.

That appeared to be the view of the
participants from the debtor nations.
Bade Onimode knows that the Third World
will have to develop another way since.
unlike the Europeans. “they have no
other people to enslave to create the
foreign exchange.“ The North is never
going to take the‘issue ofglobal justice
seriously until they are really
threatened. Sue Branford and others
felt that since the debtor countries have
immense power they should use it to
change the very norms of the world‘s
economy rather than be forced to adjust
to currently imposed norms: they should _
overthrow capitalism. Judging by that
sense of subliminal tut—tutting I felt
from the conference participants during
Sue Branford‘s speech. many found the
idea of overthrowing capitalism a bit too
radical - which is odd since i thought
that was what TOES was all about. More
seriously. there is the point that such a
mass default could fail and debtor
nations. more particularly their
destitute peoples. could end up starved
into submission by the North. There is no
doubt. from what Susan George had to
say. that there are people in powerful
positions who would welcome that with
gleeful vindictiveness.
i thought i had been convinced by

Susan George‘s book. but the sense of
anger. of injustice. coming from the

' speakers from the debtor nations has
certainly made me think again about
default. What is needed now is a
rigorous study to anticipate the political
and economic effects of a mass default
and to draw up a strategy. At present.
the debtors are not able to unite
effectively. That has to change. Finally.
we in the North have to get debt onto
the front pages; to make people
understand thatmillions are dying from
it; to shame our governments into
providing some short—term alleviation
for the debtors. Resolution of the debt
crisis could be a lever towards achieving
the kind of world greens are seeking.
it's up to us to use it.

I JERRY SPRING
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