IN THE FIRST ISSUE OF GREEN LINE DAVID TAYLOR PROPOSED A GREEN

CHALIENGE TO TRADITIONAL POLITICS.

CORNER-STONES OF ECOLOGY , FEMINISM,
IN THIS FOLLOW-UP ARTICLE, RICHARD OLDFIELD  TUKNS TO THE OTHER SIDE

IT WOULD BE BUILT ON THE FOUR
NONVIOLENCE, AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY .

OF

THE COIN - THE WAYS IN WHICH THE ELEMENTS OF THE GREEN MOVEMENT ARE

ARTIFICIALLY KEPT APART.

Dividing Lines

' BEALLGNMENT ', INCLUDING THE
potonlial for further, more genuine
political mould-breaking, is the
key feature of British politics
totday. Alter decades of conformist
orthodoxy, the era of slow-mowving
political dinosaurs is over. We
sce wprecedented splits in the
Labour Paxty. In the Liberal Party
there is & widening gap between
what may be called the 'orange’
ction - led by David Steel and
including moderates, supporters of
growth economics, ard those who
favour nmuclear delerrence - and
Tgreen' Liberals including radicels,
ecologists, and those opposed to
Cruise missiles. We even heax
rumblings of discontent From the
Tories. The manufacture of the SDF
and their subsequent alliance with
the Liberals, far from being a
cause end much less a final effect,
‘is merely a Tuxther symptom of a
powerful wind of change. Such

upheavals axe both the begionings of,

and a call for, a clear-cutb
fimdamental re-pgrouping within
British politics, In this respect
no amount of cosmebic gloss cax
change the SDP from the old era
parby it weally is.

JURAL PARTNERS
To fully realise the oppoxtunity
pregsenting itself, we must Tirst
recoguise the farily of political
sub—groupings that have set this
wave in motion. Whatever their
origins - and some have a long
history -~ this family today includes
such as CND, feminist groups, lhe
anti-nuclear canpaign, FoE, animal
and huwnan riglts campaigners,
libertarians, as well us green
soeialists, green liberals, and
the Ecology Party..

These are natural pariners, sharing
an interlinked set of aspirations
and radicald attitudes wldch reflect
‘their broadly youwthful basis -
young radicals of the sixties,
seventies, and now, ever stronger,
the eighties. Youth is always a
harbinger of change, and only
youthful support could have given
the zestful energy meeded 1o spark
and carry sach a momentous wave.

The interlinked calls for miclear
disarmament, peace and nonviolence,
for the recognition of feminist
principles and women's rights, for
a more direct democracy and for
ecological awareness are at the
root of current major political
displacements ~ if only we look
deep enough,

DISUNITY OF NATURAL ALLIES

Yel where these calls should sound
in harpony, we too often hear either
a babble of political in-fipghting or
a deafening silence. This is the
crux of the problem: the disuvnity of
greens and radieals today. Natural
allies arc kept artificially divided
and confused by the entxenched -
subterfuge, hostilitly and obsolete
preoccupations of fleaderg’ and
political establishments -
hierarchies which many of these
sub-groupings, through lack of a
credible allernative, blindly
continue to support.

There ave of course differences
hetween these pariners over this
that paxticular, but the genegral
convergence of their world views
far owtweiphs these. Indeed the
polential exists to crewte a
genuinely green and radical
movenent of such erergy, with such
broadly based support and so
clearly distinguished, as to form
one of the most powerful political
forces in this country.

BETRAYAL BY THE POLITICLIANS

or

As it is, the '"fudgers erd mudgexs',
the politically bankrupt, old-style
careerists conlinue to control and
mystify, to diffuse wvital forces
inte fringe pressure groups oy
igsolated campaigns. The irade
union movement provides a classic
example of this, being bogged down
in the shallow and largely
diversionary conventions of
percentage-point wage negotbiations,
productivity bonuses, and so orn.
Their protests and concerms are
directed within a narvow, isolated
range of artificially prescribed
limits. Thus they've come to
support the techno-indusirial
wordd view; worse still, with their
largely uncritical approach to

industrial espausion and economic
growvth, they actively oppose much
of the radical and green movement.,

A HONEYMOON OF EXPEDIENCY

A further exanple of this dilution
process may be drawn from the
Liberals' supposed outright
opposilion to nuclear emergy. David
Steel and cohorts make the right
noiges when necessary — in order te
deflect green Liberals, In reality
however an Alliance government
would at best merely lone down the
scale of the nuclear power
programme; especially so considering
the neture of the SDP. Similarly,
despite the token rhetoric of the

-Liberal/SDP leadership, it is clear

they do not seriously believe in any
significant measure of decentrali-
sation. Steel's rejection of the
Liberal Conference vote against
Cruise shows his disregard for even
this elementary form of decentraliist
decision-taking.

Further illusicng are woven by
'oranget Liberals over the guestion
of an ecologically based economic
poliey. ¥For despite politically
expedient reassurances, it would
again be mainly 'business as usual'
and their SDP alliance only serves
te eonfirm this. Despite the
immense lure of political success
and the comsequent pressuring calls
for wity, the Liberal/SDP honey—
moon 18 even now wearing thin as
the true nature of their political
programe becomes clearer and the
'greens' glance uneasily around
them,

But vhere can these greens turn to?
Certainly not to the Labour Party -
a party vhich supports nuclear

power, supports the illusionary

creed of democratic centralism,
being preocccupied with central
economic planning and nationalisa—
tion. Certainly not to a party
which is disinterested in the
debate between economic growth

and sustainability. Even when green
socialists manage briefly to focus
the party's attention on relevant
isgues, Vvhey see it fail to draw
full conclusions, fail to adopt a
holistic approach to policy-meking.

What can lhe rezult ever be but
piccemeal - even damaging —
tinkering? What little 'red'
socialists know of political
ecology they view as diversionary,
delaying the progress of Keynasian
economic thought or irrelevant to
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the wellare of ‘the workinp class.
Thus they coptinue 1o advocate
solulions that are themselves
elfectbively part of the problem,
In any case, the considerable
opposilion in Labour's ranks to
nmilateral nuclear disarmament is
depressingly familier to the
reslless green Liberals.

‘the
turn

Ju the other hand, where can
frusivoled green soci . lists

0?7 Not to the Liberals ox Social
Jemocrats — who are seen as [ro-—

SEC, anti~'socialist', and
conipletely split on the bomb.
Nevertheless envious glances are
cust al the apparent success of ‘the
anbi-nuclear power lobby within the
liberals, and weary camparisons
made with the massive defeat this
cause Taces at successive TUC and
Labour Party conferences.

[HE DOMB: NO CHOICE AT THE POLLS?

in all of this, the wdys iu which
pelitical lesders distort, over-
simplify and often completely
obseure the strands of thinking in
rival groupings plays e key part in
Lhe centinuing mystification of
party labels and in the separation,
as enewles, of many who would
otherwize be natural allies.

Perlaps the most indictable aspect
of this confused and pathetie state
of atfairs is the probability that
> electorate in the next Generol
Fiection will not even have the
chance to vote for a party they
wow would actually implement a
volicy of lotal wiilatbenul nuckear
isarmament il elccted. As for the
‘den't knows' and those who, fox
ceagon or another, never vote,
i werns that no esbablished
prtitical option is of sufficient
feplration or radieal oviginality

CATALYST ROLE

"L()'

buie of us, of course, have turned
Lo the Beology Party. But the
venldigation is dawning that Eeo's
wiis role at this time masd be that
alalyst in bringing about the
ity of the greens and radicals,
wlier than believing that
»lectioneering offers a way outl ol
tlie present impasse. The catalvst
role is someihing that Eeo, with
it combination of wider political
vision and a national network of

activists, is uniquely able 1o {111.

It involves recognising the need to
uni‘te natural paytners first,
bofore realistically expec Lmn nass
=ipport Lor green politics.

It also means recognising that

histourically diversce elements will

only unite through a fedcral
stauctore.

The creation of a green federatlion
s the most urgent task beflore us
foday .

Chairman,

surely after Hilliead, aflor
Croydon, ecelogis s will think
again? As though 31 was not enough
to be humitiatod py the Natlional
Frowl, now the lanatic fringe does
it tool  Sometliiog has Lo be done.
Ir it is not done del iherately (in
which cage theve iy hnpe} it will
ho inposed by éventy and that Wills
be finis.

AL the Green Gothering last year 1
put the case for extra—parlismentary
democraey and noticed that it had
strong, albeit minority, support.
The point is that green politics
have to be genuinely altecnative
or they are not green. It is a
structaral, i.e. a constitutional
matter; il is not a question of
injecting a few ecological ideas
into tha old bottles of party
politics on tha Westminster model.

fnd it s no use trying Lo emulate
the German success: theirs is a
quite different tyadition,

The SLP may or way not break the
two—party mould: but the mould
that counts is Westmingter itseld
and that, to the 8P, is utterly
sacrosancl. It is exaetdy at that
point that new thinking needs to
begin. :

WHERYE THs POWER LIES

About ten years ago there was much
tatk about ‘participatory
demoeracy' and 'comnmity politics!
inspired by the Young Liberels vith
Petér Hain very much in evidence.
Then someone high 'up, presumably
Jeremny Thorpe, said: "Ihat's

-enoupgh; pet back on the electoral

they did.  The thing
1t was the right

axxl
A pilys

knockext !
died,
track.,
I still po to meelings where grent
igsues are discussed and eringe
with cobarrassnent when the

or someone, offers lis
final advice to Lhe agsembled
legionuries of the good: "Write to
youwr MP, ' [ ever there was a
coansed of despain, that was surely
i't, becanse the pover has long
passed from Wes Lm_vu.s ter. Tho
Treasury, the Ministry of Defence
and the Voreipn Office took it away
years ago.  One reason vhy Mrs
Thatecher is bound to fail is beeanse
she presumes to 1hink she rales e
Civil Service. The preswiplion of
the woman! The SDPis known as the
Permanent, Secyetaries Party already
and that is why i€ will suceeed,

My Jeniting can be relied on to do
wvhat Whitehall tells him fto do.

IBE NEW POWER DBASE

estminster will never be green,
never in a- thousand vears, and
Lrying be make it so iz literally
pointléss. A baskbench MP is
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Feter Codogan
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pocrly informed and powerless., If
an MP is of auy consequence, like
Jony Benn, it is because he has had
the sense to get himself a power
base elsewhere, oulside the House
and the official party structure.
¥We need ‘o polycentric Britain in a
polycentric Evrope.

The green task is to invent people-
power as the Poles have done in
Solidarity. It is done by brealting
through ihe class barrier and
integraiing ‘the best of the
rotelligentsia with the mass pm/\rers
of ‘the workexs and the enthusiasm
and vitality of the young. There
are plenty of small signs that it
will happen here too, but small
signs are not obvious and they have
to be written as well as resd.

People—power has e be where people
are and most certainly they are
not in Westminster or Whitehall,
Feople can only function in
localities and regions and in
connection with special funetions.
This does not necessarily make Lor
yaroehialisn in the old pejorative
sense, and the new slogan from
across the Atlantic is a good one:
Act loecally, think pglobally. * To be
for decentralism and for Westminster
15 a hopeless contradiction in
terns.

Thinking globally means, [first and
foremost, having done with the
Cold War and putting smn end to the
absurd dominion of the twoe super—
powers which now both take refupge
in thit same Cold War that bas
taken the place of the American
droam (following Vietnam, Watergate,
and Central! America) and the Soviet
comnunist dream (fol Lowing Budapest,
Prague, and Gdansk.) Green mesns
pence, and the organised cause of
peace nceds to upgraded in liae
priorities of greens. The Greén
Gate at Greenham on March 21 was
nol a bad start.

Can we begin to think in terms of a
confederate, polycentric,

demilitarised Europe from the
Attantic to the Urals? Today i
only big idess that will work.
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